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the idea of the conspiracies in the prisons as a pretext for
furnishing victims to the guillotine, was one of the oldest
members of either of the committees, having been born in
1736, and being therefore nearly sixty years of age. He was
the son of a servant of a Bishop of Pamiers,1 and after re-
ceiving a good education, served for some time in the army,
under the name of De Montfort, as a lieutenant in the Regi-
ment Royal-Piedmont On leaving the army he became a
counsellor at the court of Pamiers, where, however, he was
looked down upon, even by the bourgeois, as a lackey's son;
yet he was eventually elected to the States-General as a
deputy for the tiers etat of the county of Foix. In the Con-
stituent Assembly he sat upon the extreme left,2 with Robes-
pierre and P6tion, and on its dissolution he was elected
president of the tribunal of Pamiers, and in September, 1792,
first deputy for the department of the Ari&ge to the Conven-
tion. Jacques Louis David, the famous painter and friend of
Robespierre; Louis Charles de Lavicomterie, an industrious
pamphleteer who had made his reputation with three violent
works, Les Crimes des Rois de France, Les Crimes des Popes,
wnd Les Grimes des Empereurs d'Allemagne; and Etienne
Jean Panis, the brother-in-law of Santerre, and former col-
league of Sergent as administrator of police during the risings
of June 20 and August 10, and the September massacres,3
wore all three deputies for Paris and advanced republicans.
Philippe Jacques Riihl deserves a rather longer notice from
the peculiarities of his early career. He was the son of a
Lutheran minister at Strasbourg, and, after a good education,
was himself ordained to the ministry. But he did not keep
long to his first profession, and abandoned it for the law. He
wrote some learned legal memoirs in Latin, German, and
French, on questions relating to the laws of succession in
German principalities, and eventually became an Aulic coun-
sellor and practical ruler of the little state of Leiningen-

1 On Vtidior's early life see La Rtvohrtion dans k Pays de Foivc, by
Paul Castt'ray, p 100.
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